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Up Coming Services
March 6 Building Sanctuary: Where Does Our Faith Begin and Where Does it End?

Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof, UUCS Minister
When I tell people I’m minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane, they often ask, “Where’s that?”  
I usually respond, “At the corner of Government Way and Fort George Wright.” Wrong answer!

March 13  Why We Are Not a Christian Nation; And Why I Wish We Were
Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof, UUCS Minister
A large segment of our society believes we ought to outlaw things like gay marriage, teaching evolution in 
our schools, reproductive freedom for women, and Islam altogether, because, they say, ours was founded as 
a Christian nation. Others counter that this just isn’t so because most our founders were more interested in 
creating a society free from the tyranny of religion. I would argue, more simply, ours isn’t a Christian nation 
because we don’t follow Jesus.

March 20 Relational Meetings: Acts of Social Justice. 
*Carol Krawczyk, Guest Speaker
As the Spokane Alliance lead organizer, she will speak about her work and describe a powerful community-
building tool: the relational meeting.
Over the past year, the UUCS – Spokane Alliance Core Team has been practicing relational meetings with several 
church teams. Now we are bringing the concept to the greater congregation. You’ll hear how it works — and get a 
chance to practice with another person on March 20. Our goal is to have 300 relational meetings by June.

March 27 Grandfather Fire: Thoughtfulness, Courage, and Remembering Who We Are
Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof, UUCS Minister
If, deep down, people are all the same, why is there so much division and conflict in the world? Perhaps it’s 
partly because some of us give in to fear and ignorance, while others find the courage to think for themselves.

*Carol Krawczyk, Guest Speaker
Carol has been the organizer for the Spokane Alliance for 
the past four years. Before coming to Spokane, she was 
an organizer in Baltimore, Maryland for the Industrial Areas 
Foundation, which is the parent organization of the Alliance.
On April 3, you’ll get another chance to engage in relational 
meetings as the Spokane Alliance introduces its next big 
organizing event, a statewide effort called Building a Better 
Washington.focused on the Legislature.
Please join us from 12:30 PM to 2 PM as we begin a conversation 
about how we can respond to the pressing challenge our 
state faces to fund our kids’ schools without shortchanging 
the rest of our society. We will start with peoples’ concerns 
and experiences and chart a path to advance the common 
good for all of the people of Washington.

**Our Special Collection in March is on behalf of H.O.M.E. 
(Helping Ourselves Means Education). The H.O.M.E 
program is affiliated with the Women’s Studies Center at 
Eastern Washington University. It provides support services 
for student parents by connecting them with campus and 
community services that they need in order to complete 
their degree. “At H.O.M.E., we are committed to helping 
EWU student parents complete their degree by providing 
information, networking opportunities, scholarships, 
advocacy and encouragement.” Our own long time 
member, Elizabeth Keeler, conceived and instituted this 
program several decades ago. Her devotion and dedication 
to the importance of education and her continued efforts 
have inspired others in our church to be involved. 
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BOARD SLIVERS
Spring is about to spring forth, and your board of trustees seeks to be right along with Mother Nature. The big process 
we are springing into is the budget process. It’s that time of year, Folks, and we look forward to it with great expectations. 
We have already had our preliminary budget summit, so the process is well on the way. We strongly desire to be able to 
get everyone on board prior to our annual meeting on June 12th. As soon as we have a workable budget, we plan to have 
members of the finance committee and/or board of trustees at a table in the fellowship hall to go over and answer any 
questions that anyone may have regarding the budget. Please take advantage of this to insure that everyone understands 
what we are committing ourselves to for the coming fiscal year.
At the end of this calendar year, we will have completely paid off the remaining church bonds, so for the second half of our 
fiscal year, which runs from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017, we will have extra money to achieve some of the financial goals 
we have long hoped to fulfill. 
The first of these is to provide responsible benefits for our very deserving staff. The personnel team has carefully reviewed 
various plans and has found those offered by the UUA to be the most favorable. Our previous medical plan had fallen out of 
compliance with the Affordable Care Act, so a change in this plan was mandatory. Our church will pay 80% of the premium. 
Other benefits will include disability, life, and dental insurance, and a contribution to a retirement program. The board feels 
that this will bring us into line with benefits provided by organizations of our size.
The next area the board seeks to address is our full dues to the UUA and PNWD programs, to become a “fair share” 
congregation. This has long been a goal of our congregation, and now it looks to be achievable. A strong outreach program 
to the community by our church has been to the Spokane Alliance, and we continue to support that organization fully.
Our Repair and Replacement Reserve has been under funded in recent years due to budgetary constraints and needed 
replacements. By the end of this fiscal year we will have replaced our aging dishwasher, repaired, resealed and restriped 
the parking lot, and re-calked the exterior siding. In order for the reserve fund to keep pace with the projected annual costs 
we will be facing in future years, the Board estimates we will require inputs of $8-10,000 each year. Toward that end, we 
have included $8000 for the reserve in the proposed budget for fiscal year 2016-17.
The proposed budget includes $2000 for safety enhancing projects, which will pay for needed playground modifications, 
and security cameras for the front entrance. These projects have been investigated by our Safety and Risk Assessment 
Team, and vetted by both the Board and participants in our most recent budget summit.
The start for this year’s Generosity Campaign (pledge drive) will be on Sunday, March 7th, with a kickoff luncheon following the 
second service. Pledge forms will be mailed out the preceding week. It would be ideal if everyone could bring their completed 
pledge form to the March 7th luncheon. The earlier we can get the pledge forms in the more it helps the whole budgeting process.
On the basis of this year’s revenue, we are within shouting distance of these goals. Pledges still remain the biggest source 
of revenue, so it behooves each and every one of us to seriously consider what we can do. It is a big challenge for all of us, 
but together we can do it! So stay tuned. 

—Wayne Attwood, Board member, wattwood@aol.com

The Board of Trustees meet the 4th Wed 6:30-8:30 PM, except in March, which will be the 5th Wednesday, 3/30. 
We aren’t sure about the June date yet, but for now it is planned for the 4th Wednesday, all are welcome.

MANAGEMENT TEAM

M-Team Meetings
Your M-Team meets regularly to discuss the daily 
operations of the church, address concerns of 
congregation members and teams, and plan how best to 
move the mission and vision of the congregation forward, 
as per our Policy Governance charge. Our 4 PM meetings 
in the Administration Office Workroom are generally 
every other Tuesday. Of course, all are welcome to attend 
the meetings. If you are unable to attend, but would like 
something to be put on the agenda, please contact Rev. 
Todd at (509) 325-6383 or minister@uuspokane.org. 
March M-Team meetings are the 8th and 22nd

SUNDAYS AROUND OUR CHURCH

Books and Bordeaux
Just to be clear, we are not really selling any wine at the 
book tables, but I suspect there may be one or two books 
about wine there for perusal! The book sales continue to be 
brisk, and are an excellent way for visitors and newcomers 
to connect in a non-threatening way with long-standing 
members and friends. We are always looking for new fiction 
titles, book group castoffs, and thought-provoking non-fiction 
to sell on Sundays. You can bring donations to church during 
the week and leave them in the hallway near the file cabinet 
by the front doors, or deliver your offerings to the book tables 
any Sunday. Volunteers to put out the books before the first 
service and/or return them to their home in the RE wing after 
second service are always needed and appreciated.
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NOMINATING TEAM
The nominating team is happy to introduce our slate of candidates. Submitted as candidates for the Board of Trustees for 
3-year terms:

Warren Carpenter
I was attracted to the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Spokane about five years ago when I found that this church 
would be the answer to my search for a church home. I left 
an active and progressive church in California in the early 
nineties. That church promoted an ethical and progressive 
spirit that was at the forefront of progressive thinking at the 
time. Since leaving California I have sought a church with 
similar foundations. The thoughtful and ethical sermons at 
this church provided much of what I was looking for.
I have attended UUCS for about five years. During that time 
I have served on the usher team and on the stewardship 
committee. I am currently lead usher.
Now retired, I previously worked as a project manager for 
software development and implementation. I consulted with 
manufacturers to install information and control systems 
that would integrate their business activities.
Currently I am active in woodworking, dog agility 
competition, Tai Chi, and, of course church. Also, I drive 
a route for Meals on Wheels. When I was professionally 
active I was president of the local chapter of the Project 
Management Institute.
The strengths I bring to the church are in process analysis 
and perhaps a sense of humor.

Jerry White
I have been attending events at the UUCS with my wife Linda 
Moulder for close to 30 years and have been a member since 
2004. I have been closely associated with environmental 
endeavors in the church community and helped bring about 
our Green Sanctuary status. I administered an environmental 
speakers series for a number of years and brought Allen 
Durning of the Sightline Institute to speak at city hall council 
chambers. I set up and maintain the church compost program 
and initiated several energy saving measures in the church. 
Working with SustainableWorks I helped over 40 of our church 
members improve the energy efficiency of their homes.
I taught biology at EWU for 35 years and helped raise two 
boys (one of which is the current Spokane Riverkeeper). I 
currently volunteer for Meals on Wheels, Spokane Alliance 
and am co-team leader of the church Core Team.
I believe a progressive, liberal movement leads to a more 
compassionate and caring community and so I want to help 
support the UUCS. I served for four years on the statewide 
SustainableWorks board and have studied John Carver’s 
Reinventing your Board.
And for the Nominating team, also 3-year terms, we submit:

Gail Furman
I have happily been a member of UUCS since 2008, but I first 
found my home in Unitarianism in 1993 at the Community 
Unitarian Universalist Church (CUUS) in Kennewick, WA. At 
CUUS, I served on the board, was vice-president, chaired 
the Committee Council, and started a women’s spirituality 
group. Here at UUCS, I have been in the choir for several 
years and have served on the music committee, stewardship 
committee, worship team, and shared ministry team. I have 
also helped out in various other informal ways. 
I have two delightful grown children, who live too far away 
with my 4 grandkids – in Portland and L.A. I recently retired 
from my career as a professor of educational leadership 
at Washington State University, and am now working very 
part-time and enjoying pursuing other interests, e.g., art, 
travel, and trying to re-learn French! And, I am looking 
forward to deeper involvement in the church and would be 
pleased to serve on the Nominating Committee.

Annica Eagle
I have been a lifelong UU, growing up in this congregation. I 
worked as a youth ministry co-chair and a summer teacher 
at Goldmine, the UU leadership school in Olympia. While in 
Portland for college, I was very active in both campus and 
city UU communities, eventually leading a couple of UU 
campus groups as well as a campus interfaith council.
Now back in Spokane, you can find me every other Sunday 
in the sound booth: producing, mixing, and editing the 
services. You’ll also often find me working as a facility host 
at the church when we rent the space. I regularly volunteer 
with Planned Parenthood, I am an improviser and comedian 
at the Blue Door Theatre, and work part time for EWU as a 
grader and web page compiler. I design and make jewelry, 
and like playing instruments. I’m passionate about fly-fishing, 
am known to unicycle, and can’t stop myself from punning.

For more information, contact any member of the 
Nominating Team: Cindy Fine, Cly Evans, Dan Eacret, Sally 

Ray or Karen Dorn Steele.

WEBSITE UPDATE COMING
In keeping with Spring as a time of fresh, new beginnings, 
March will usher in a new look and feel for the UUCS website 
at www.uuspokane.org. We are currently in the process of 
populating our UUA WordPress (WP) theme-based site with 
content AND learning all (or at least “most” of) the ins and 
outs of how WP works for us. So, keep an eye out for the 
new site to pop up by mid-month.
Please note: All content on the current website will 
be brought forward to the new site. If your ministry, 
team or group currently has outdated website content, 
consider doing an update and sending it along to 
admin@uuspokane.org. 3



HELP NEEDED
Rental Coordinators 
Thanks A Billion to Stephanie Samson for volunteering 
to take on the lead rental coordinator job. Please Note: 
We still need at least one other person to say, “Yes,” 
to working as part of a small team that coordinates 
with congregants, staff and others who rent/use our 
facilities. The time commitment varies, but generally works 
out to be approximately 10 hours/month. This is a make 
your own schedule volunteer opportunity and training is 
provided. Interested or need more information? Contact Jet 
Tilley, Church Administrator, via phone at (509) 325-6383 
during office hours or via email at admin@uuspokane.org.

TODD’S THOUGHTS 
A few days ago we received a bequest of $78,194.55 from 
the estate of Dolores R. Beebe, a Unitarian Universalist 
who lived in Ridgewood, New Jersey. Dolores passed away 
on February 9th, 2014 at age 92. Except for a cousin, she 
seems to have had no surviving relatives. She bequeathed 
her fortune to many worthy organizations, including five-
percent to our church. Beyond this, we know little about 
Dolores or why she felt moved to remember our church so 
generously in her will. 
As an undesignated gift, per our church policy, Dolores’ 
gift will go into our endowment fund. When I first came to 
UUCS in 2011, our endowment fund was approximately 
$190,000, and has since been invested in the Unitarian 
Universalist Common Endowment Fund, where it has 
ballooned to nearly $308,000 in a socially responsible 
investment portfolio. Dolores’ gift puts the amount near 
$400,000, exceedingly close to our $500,000 goal. Once 
this happens, we can expect to earn $20,000 to $30,000 
a year in interest, a sustainable amount we can reliably 
include in our annual budget. So it turns out Delores’ 
tremendous generosity will go a long way toward helping us 
sustain our church for years to come.
I may have encountered her during a visit to Ridgewood a 
few years ago, but of this I can’t be sure. Nor do we know 
if she may have observed our accomplishments, ministry, 
or Sunday services from afar. Whatever her reasons, with 
no one left for us to ask or thank, I 
hope, upon reading this, you might 
take the time to feel a moment of 
gratitude for the kindness of this 
incredibly generous stranger.

 
— Rev. Dr. Todd F. Eklof,  

UUCS Minister

We are Now Streaming Our Services
If you need to leave the sanctuary, but don’t want to miss 
what’s happening, just find our wireless network (UUCS) 
and enter the access password: UUCSbooster. Then go 
to our website at www.uuspokane.org. The streaming 
access is on the homepage.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Every one and all of the time. 
We would be one in building for tomorrow 
a nobler world than we have known today. 
We would be one in searching for that meaning 
which binds our hearts and points us on our way. 
 – Samuel Anthony Wright
I am still learning that church income and expenses don’t 
happen in a straight line. After all of the bounty of December 
comes the snowplowing bill (and maybe some of you going 
skiing on Sundays?) Expenses were $11,806.45 over our 
income in January. We are still ahead by $16,300 for the seven 
months of the church year. We count on each one of you every 
month as we expect to break even at the end of June.
I mentioned two months ago that the budget is our roadmap 
for realizing our vision for the future. A church member 
said it even better in conversation with me recently when 
he called it a moral document. Please make your feelings 
known and participate in the budget summits, town hall 
meetings, or less formal ear-bendings as plans are being 
made and spending is prioritized for that nobler world.
Full financial reports are posted monthly on the bulletin board 
in the foyer, or you may contact me with any questions you may 
have. We continue our positive impact on the world according 
to the spending plan that you approved last summer. 
Thank you again for your continued support of our church.

— Chuck Elsen, UUCS Treasurer, 
huckleberry4114@hotmail.com, (509) 939 2344 

UUCS YTD Revenue & Expenditures
Seven months, July 1, 2015 - January 31, 2015

 
January

Year  
to Date

Annual 
Budget

% of Year 
Completed

% of 
Annual 
Budget

Revenues:  
Pledges  $25,364  $222,082  $385,500 58% 58%

Other  4,084  51,156  71,080 58% 72%

Total Rev  $29,448  $273,238  $456,580 58% 60%

Expenses:  $41,254  $256,938  $456,580 58% 56%

Net Rev.  $(11,806)  $16,300  $-   

Special Purpose Funds & funds held in Trust at 1/31:  $34,436 
Endowment Fund Balance 12/31/15:

at market value  $307,706 
at cost  $301,743 
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DEADLINES AND
PUBLICATION GUIDELINES

The SUUN (monthly newsletter)
Upcoming Deadlines for Submissions
 April 2016 issue — Noon on March 24, 2015
 May 2016 issue — Noon on April 28, 2016
Send SUUN submissions to suun@uuspokane.org

Submitting Articles to the SUUN
Email SUUN submissions to suun@uuspokane.org with 
UU SUUN in the subject line. AND, please do not format 
your article. Submissions may be attached as an MS 
Word document (Times New Roman font in 12 pt. type), 
a plain text file, or in the body of your email. Thank You!

— Kathryn Alexander, UUCS SUUN Editor 

SUUNday FOCUS (Sunday bulletin) 
Every Wednesday by 10 a.m
Send SUUNday FOCUS submissions to focus@uuspokane.org 

Check Run Cut-off Dates 
Requests for checks from members, teams and staff 
need to be submitted, along with invoices or expense 
documentation, to the office by the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
of each month. Check request forms (green slips) are 
attached to the front of bookkeeper’s mail box in the office.

FROM THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
2015 Calendar Year Statements of Donations
If you would like to receive a statement reporting all your 
tax-deductible donations to the church for calendar year 
2015, contact the church office. Please let us know if you 
want to pick up your statement, or have it mailed or emailed.

2015-16 2nd Quarter Pledge Statements
Pledge statements may be picked up from the church office 
during office hours (Monday through Friday between 10 AM 
and 2 PM). If you want your statement mailed or emailed, 
contact the office at (509) 325-6383 during office hours OR 
drop us an email message at volunteer@uuspokane.org.
Thanks to everyone for your continued support of our 
church community and understanding of how having 
statements either collected in person or emailed helps us 
save money that can be put to use to Create Community, 
Find Meaning, and Work for Justice.

— Jet Tilley, Church Administrator

SOCIAL JUSTICE IS WHAT WE DO!

Special Collections Report 2015-2016
In the fall of 2006 we began living out the vision that it is our mission to make a difference in our world, not just as 
individuals, but as a church community. It was with that intent that we began our monthly Special Collections. Each month 
the monies collected go to a designated organization or church outreach effort. This year our church community has given 
generously to support the following organizations/church outreach efforts. 

July Meals on Wheels $1,014.00 Hunger

August Transitions $1,370.11 Homelessness

September Methow Valley UU $  840.35 UU Outreach

October NAMI $1,050.84 Mental Health

November Spokane Aids Network $ 842.00 Health

December Minister’s Sharing Fund $4,075.75 Helping each other

January FACE $ 538.00 Differently Abled

February Partner Church $2,206.00 Outreach

It is the goal of the Social Justice Council to select organizations that may not otherwise receive huge grants etc. We look at 
who organizations serve and attempt to serve all age groups as well as ministries (hunger, homelessness, smart justice etc.).
The special collections are usually held on the 3rd Sunday of the month. If you have any questions or suggestions you can 
contact the Social Justice Council.

—Nancy Avery & Peggy Eklof, Social Justice Council Co-Chairs

ADULT ENRICHMENT 

Exploring Spirituality
We will explore our spirituality after the service each Sunday 
from 12:30 – 1:30 PM in the Cummings Room. We will 
engage with concepts like acceptance and tolerance and 
explore how these ideas mesh with our own spirituality and 
our understanding of Unitarian Universalism. Please contact 
Kathryn Alexander (303) 818-4147, if you have questions. 
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UUCS Solar Snapshot 
On Thursday, February 25, 2016, at 
approximately 2:15 PM, our 75 panel solar 
array has produced 78.5 Kilowatt-hours 
of electricity today. This is approximately 
the amount of energy equal to: 
• Equivalent to 26,164 AA batteries
• Power a light bulb for 8 months
• Average mobile phone 30 months
• Run a refrigerator for 17 days
• Light up the Eifel Tower for 23 minutes
• Plant 1 tree

WANTED WANTED WANTED WANTED
Annual Dinner Program “Walking Your UU Talk” Stories 
This year at our Annual Dinner we will once again celebrate 
the journeys of groups and members in the church as they 
walked their UU social justice talk.
We have many stories up until about 8 years ago, but few 
since then. If you, or your group have been “walking your 
UU talk” would you let us know about it so we can include it 
in our celebration at the annual dinner?

—Nancy Avery, NancyTavery@comcast.net 

OF INTEREST TO UUS

Fort George Wright Drive Name Change
Only July 5, 2015 Todd gave a sermon during which he said, “Let’s work to take down the equivalent of the Confederate 
Flag waving outside our church,” referring, of course, to our address on Fort George Wright Drive, named after a 
military General who massacred Native Americans and hundreds of horses near our church property. Afterward, he 
began communicating with our City Council about the matter, and was assured it would be discussed by the Planning 
Commission. He checked in a couple of times to make sure it was still on track. He’s happy to announce that he received 
an email from Councilwoman Candace Mumm letting him know that during it’s most recent meeting the council “voted to 
place the potential name change of Fort George Wright Drive on the Planning Commission work plan for 2016.” So thanks to 
everyone who has contacted members of our City Council supporting this change. Obviously our work isn’t over yet. He’s 
confident there will be disagreement within the larger community as the discussion gets underway. So, for now, it would be 
helpful for our Council Members to know you appreciate their decision and support a name change, with input, he might 
add, from the local Tribes. Please contact your City Council Person to show your support.

Spokane County Meals On Wheels
Bring a smile to a senior! Greater Spokane County Meals on Wheels, who provides meals throughout the county, is looking 
for volunteers to deliver meals to homebound elderly and disabled persons in your neighborhood. Volunteers pick up the 
meals from any one of various sites throughout Spokane and Spokane County. It takes approximately 1-1/2 to 2 hours to 
deliver a route of 10 to 15 stops. Volunteers choose the day of the week and frequency that they would like to deliver. The 
commitment is small but the rewards are immense. Won’t you help? Please call Mark Laskowski, Volunteer Coordinator and 
UU parishioner at (509) 924-6976.

Fig Tree Benefits March 11 and 16
2016 Benefit Lunch at 11:45 AM, Friday, March 11 and the Benefit Breakfast at 7:15 AM Wednesday, March 16. Both events 
are at Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University.
Speakers include the Marilee Roloff of Volunteers of America; Edie Rice-Sauer of Transitions; the Rev. Mike Bullard of the 
Inland Northwest Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters; Naima Quarles-Burnley of NAACP Spokane; Terri Schibel 
of Spokane County Headstart, Early Headstart and ECEAP; Bishop James Waggoner Jr; Malcolm Haworth Resource 
Directory Editor, and the Rev. Alan Eschenbacher of All Saints Lutheran Church. They and others briefly share how The Fig 
Tree stories “Reflect Diversity” to make a difference in the community and region.

Attention Poets!
Do you love words? Are you a poet? The Word Garden Poets gather informally to share and write poetry. In the summer, 
we offer a poetry service for the church. If this appeals to you, please join us at our meeting on Saturday, March 12 at Dixie 
Marshall’s house from 2 -4. Please let Lisa Conger at 624-2983 know of your interest. You may also contact her through 
email at: LisaConger@aol.com. Thank you!

SPRING Ahead so You Won’t Be Late for Church!
Daylight savings time begins at 2 am on Sunday, March 13th.
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SAVE THIS DATE

Music Concert Series
The Del Rey concert was a huge success with about 125 
people in attendance! Remember the money raised goes 
to support our music program.

Judy Fjell Concert – Nobody Else’s Dream
March 4, 2016 7:30 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Church
Tickets: $15 advance, $18 at the door
For tickets call (509) 847-4118
“I am worthy and I am loved, I am worthy and I am loved. 
Knowing this, this I know, I can make a difference, and 
we can make a difference.” from “I Am Worthy and I Am 
Loved” 2007 Judy Fjell (BMI) Honey Pie Music
Judy inspires those who gather with her to sing together, 
and to create the kind of world in which all voices are 
welcome. She affirms the message that singing does our 
hearts good, our bodies good, and brings a bounty of 
positivity to the world. She is a “Minstrel” in the tradition 
of Pete Seeger, Malvina Reynolds, Betsy Rose, Sweet 
Honey in the Rock, Melanie DeMore, Motherlode, Tom 
Rawson, Peter Mayer, Madge Strong, Harmony Grisman, 
Emma’s Revolution, and Holly Near. 
Singer-Songwriter Judy Fjell is definitely one-of-a-kind. 
Not only are her musical gifts considerable, but they 
are easily matched by her generosity and energy as a 
performer and social activist. In addition, there is no 
shortage of humor in her concerts or her workshops. 
Audiences may find themselves laughing about things 
they never knew were funny, or thinking about things in a 
new light, thanks to her stories and songs.

Annual Dinner 
Our annual dinner this year is scheduled for Saturday April 
16th. Sign-up sheets will be in the back of the church each 
Sunday for all members and friends to attend. This year 
two new teams are being formed - setup & tear down and 
clean up which includes kitchen. A chairperson is needed 
for each of these teams, please step forward and volunteer 
your time and talent to help make the dinner possible. The 
sign up for these two teams is also included in the dinner 
sign up table. The dinner starts at 6:00 PM, appetizers are 
served at 5:30 for those who arrive early. People who attend 
the dinner bring food from home that is coordinated by a 
table host. You can choose to be at an all-vegetarian table 
if desired. The evening includes an entertainment program. 
There is child care and food provided for our younger folks 
in the RE Wing, you can indicate that on the sign up as to 
how many children will be attending. The dinner is open for 
high school age through 100+ years of age. If you have any 
questions please contact Stephanie Samson thru e-mail @ 
stephaniesamson@comcast.net.

AROUND THE CHURCH

Our Hearing Loop System
UUCS has a hearing loop system in the 
church sanctuary/friendship hall area to 
assist people who have hearing loss. 
Remember, when in church for  
services or events, if you have 
compatible hearing aids, switch  
them to T-coil or ask at the sound 
booth for a hearing assistance headset. 

Off Your Rocker?
The church is seeking donations 
of rocking chairs to be used in the 
sanctuary/chapel to provide more 
comfortable seating for those with 
babes in arms or folks who need a 
little motion when seated. Rockers 
should be in good condition, wood, 
and may have a removable chair pad. 
(We’ll pass on upholstered chairs or 
recliners.) If you think you might have 
what we’re looking for email Cindy Fine at cynfine@yahoo.
com and please include a picture of your chair. Thank you!7



CELEBRATING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Tracy’s Thoughts
The first Sunday in February, the RE program held a 
worship service for young people instead of traditional 
religious education classes. 
Many congregations offer worship specifically for children 
and youth. The reasons are simple. Worship is the central 
activity of a congregation. Adults worship to remember 
what we value and to experience the holy. We worship to 
feel grounded and be inspired. We worship to heal pain 
and forgive ourselves as well as others. We worship to be 
embraced by community and transformed into the people 
we most want to be. Children and youth have the same 
needs and benefit from worship as much as adults.
Meaningful worship for children and youth can happen in 
many ways. One common way is services designed for 
them. These services might move more quickly, and have 
less talking, and more movement and hymns. Youth typically 
prefer experiential and community building worship. 
Multigenerational worship is a type of worship that can 
be meaningful to all members of the congregation. These 
services are layered to offer many levels of meaning. Often 
they are story based because stories can be understood in 
many ways. 
Conventional adult worship can also be meaningful for 
children and youth. This is true even though they may not 
understand everything in the sermon and may get bored 
and wiggly at certain times. In adult worship, children 
experience being a part of the whole congregation, and 
they sense how worship is important to their parents and 
other adults. They have time to just be – without electronics 
and constant engagement with others. They learn the 
cadence of our liturgy and learn UU hymns. These are all 
important if we want youth and children to grow up and 
become Unitarian Universalists.
Since worship is the primary act of a community of faith, 
quality religious education must help children learn how 
to worship. They learn to worship by worshipping. Going 
forward, the UUCS RE program hopes to include children 
and youth in all types of worship.
Contact Tracy Springberry at tspringberry@uuma.org or 
at re@uuspokane.org if you are interested in helping with 
youth worship.

Camp Starwheel
Did you feel that warming trend? It’s not too early to think 
about your summer plans! Every year, our church gathers 
at Camp Starwheel for Memorial Day Weekend. Camp 
Starwheel is a magical place to grow deeper in community, 
relax, and have fun! 
The Annual Cardboard Boat Races are the funniest thing 
you will ever see! The kids try really hard each year to make 
their cardboard boats lakeworthy, which is sometimes, but 
not always, successful.
We will continue on from the RE year with the Hogwarts 
theme. Could there be Quidditch?
There will be activities for all interests, archery, the ropes 
course, hiking, biking, and of course, a campfire on 
Saturday night. 
This year’s dates are May 27-29, and camp scholarships are 
available. This year, there are a few “work-trade” positions 
available for reduced registration costs. Please email Tracy 
Springberry at tspringberry@uuma.org for more details. 

Volunteer for Camp Starwheel 
Time to plan Camp Starwheel. We have many opportunities 
for you to use your creative energy to make camp 
wonderful. If you love camp, please join the planning team.
If joining the planning team seems like more than you can 
do right now, and just want a small task to make camp 
happen, we have plenty.
Contact Tracy Springberry at tspringberry@uuma.org or at 
re@uuspokane.org if you are interested in helping with camp.

UUCS MUSICAL NOTES
Pianist update! We do have our new pianist in place! 
Michelina Tyrie signed her contract with us on February 25th! 
Many of you have enjoyed talking with her after services 
already, as she is a most friendly woman. She has worked 
as a pianist for many years here in Spokane, both as a 
church pianist, an accompanist for vocal groups and in other 
capacities. And, she is very positive about our church, its 
focus and principles! She is in her probationary period with 
us now and I would appreciate any comments and feedback 
you might have during this time, both general and detailed.
Family choir! I had so much fun forming and working with a 
“family choir” during the holidays this last December. This kind 
of choir is somewhat new to churches, but is catching on. It 
involves people of all ages—parents & kids plus any of the rest 
of us who’d like to sing some fairly easy songs together. So, I 
would like to try it again this spring! Timing might be a bit of a 
challenge, though, with both Easter and Spring Break in the 
offing. I would like to hear from all of you who are interested 
in this so we can come up with a plan. I already have at least 
two possible scenarios in mind, so we don’t have to start from 
scratch! Give me a call (509) 325-6383, ext. 303 or email me at 
uumusic@uuspoknae.org if you are interested.

Happy Spring! —Deb Jacquemin, Music Director 8



TEAM & GROUP NEWS

Attention Team Leaders
Are you wondering how the office staff and volunteers 
can support your Team’s activities and projects? Here are 
some ways we can help: Make copies; help with mailings, 
including envelopes and postage; provide supplies, such 
as tape, paper, folders, markers, pushpins; offer use of 
staplers and paper cutters. We are happy to work with you 
and for you. Just ask! 
FYI: Our church office is open Monday through Friday from 
10 AM to 2 PM. The phone number is (509) 325-6383.

Pastoral Care Team
The Pastoral Care Team focuses on needs of congregation 
members such as (1) transportation for medical appointments 
or other events including church, (2) meals brought in to the 
home, (3) social visits and information regarding community 
services, (4) caregiver respite, (5) home repair and light 
hauling. These services are provided during times of crisis or 
life transition. Pastoral Care also provides help with Memorial 
Service planning, and reception. 
Trained Pastoral Care Team Members are ALSO available 
to attend medical appointments with those desiring help 
receiving and using information from medical personnel. 
All uses of Pastoral Team services are strictly confidential 
and are limited to the specific wishes of the congregation 
member involved. Please keep the pastoral team in your 
thoughts and whenever you have a need, please contact 
us. Any team member may be contacted.
Team Members Are: Todd Eklof, Minister 
Amy Howard, co-leader  Joan Nelson, co-leader 
Cynthia Cilyo Doug Huigen 
Majil Fausel Chris Kent 
Torge Lorentzen Ruth French 
Evan Armstrong Cheryl Rohrig 
Lee Smith Mary Ann Soltis

UU Women 
Wednesday, March 9th. 11:30 AM. Lunch 
at The Rusty Moose. 9105 West Sunset 
Highway. A funny eatery- good food, too- 
on the highway to Airway Heights. Come 
exploring! Please RSVP Barbara Rodriguez 
phil.barb@verizon.net if you would like to 
join the adventure. Please let Barb know, too, if you would like 
to car pool, leaving the church at 11:10 AM.
Thursday, March 17th at 1 PM. Third Thursday Book Group. 
The book selection for March is “All the Light We Cannot 
See” by Anthony Doerr- a finalist for the National Book 
Award. For more information about joining the group, please 
contact Donna Borden Rhodes at dbordenrhodes@comcast.
net. New readers are always welcome. The book selection 
for April is ”And the Mountains Echoed” by Khaled Hosseini.
In the tradition of the UU Women’s Federation, all the 
women of the church are invited to participate in UU 
Women’s activities.

Endowment Team
Legacy Society: What - How - When - Why - Who
What?: The Legacy Society is the means by which the 
Endowment Team honors those who already have made, or 
will make a planned gift to the church’s endowment fund.
How?: An outright gift is a quick and efficient way to 
accomplish Legacy Society membership, however, more 
frequently, people choose to make a bequest through 
their estate. The endowment fund can also be named as 
the beneficiary of a life insurance policy or an investment 
account. The E-Team has codicils available if you’d like to 
add such a gift to your will.
When?: Why not right now?
Why?: It’s all about the future. Our church has a rich history 
in Spokane dating back to the 1880s. A strong endowment 
fund will help enable our church’s continuing work for 
equality and social justice in our larger community. 
Who?: You might remember some of the people who have left 
legacies to the Endowment Fund: Joy Attwood, Dick Borden, 
Lou & Mary Lee Chesnut, Bud Cox, Katherine Gellhorn, Gwen 
Hill, Olivia Kissin, Pete Piper, and Elva Willingham. Eight others 
still among us have already made substantial gifts and twenty-
seven others have let the Endowment Team know that they 
have included the endowment fund in their estate plans. 
Questions? You’ve already included the church’s endowment 
fund in your will? Please contact any of your Endowment Team 
members to let us know. Marie Bjork-Haugen, Donna Borden 
Rhodes, Dick Gammon, Judy Gammon, Mary Giannini, Tom 
Mosher, UUCS Endowment Team

Small Group Ministry
An Invitation to Create More Community
A new small group is forming. Please consider joining this 
group to experience community in a smaller venue within 
the larger congregation. It’s a chance to connect with other 
people in the church and to grow spiritually. Please see 
the church website for more information on small group 
ministry, or contact me. Call me to connect you with the 
others starting in the new group. — Patty Bedalov, Small 
Group Ministry Team Leader (509) 624-4750.

Art Team
Paintings by Mel McCuddin Coming in April
Mark your calendars now to save the evening of April 1 (5 
to 8 PM) to attend a First Friday artist’s reception for noted 
local painter Mel McCuddin in our UU Fellowship Hall. 
McCuddin’s dynamically whimsical art will grace the walls 
of the hall during the entire month of April with large and 
small pieces available for purchase. Details to follow. 
The Art Exhibit Team welcomes church members to join in 
choosing and exhibiting the monthly selections of art and 
crafts. If you’re interested in helping, please contact team 
leader Anna Vamvakias at bambaka13@comcast.net. 
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TEAM & GROUP NEWS

Spring Cleaning?
The official beginning of Spring is right around the corner. As you 
begin to clean and purge this year, keep the church community 
at UUCS in mind. There are several upcoming projects that might 
be the perfect recipients of some of your items:
Holiday cookie tins. We are trying a new fundraiser next 
December and need as many holiday cookie tins and 
containers as we can get. Bring your donations to the 
church office and we’ll store them in the basement until Fall. 
Furniture, artwork, dishes… Are you ready to discard any items 
worth at least $40 that you’d be willing to donate to help the 
church? We will begin holding a virtual garage sale and are in 
the process of doing a little “pilot” sale this spring. The Olympia 
UU Church raised more than $24,000 over the past two years 
selling congregants treasures on eBay, Craigslist and Amazon 
– and we’re ready to try this fundraising method. We’ll find new 
homes for some of the good stuff you no longer need, save 
you the trouble of selling it yourself, and give you a receipt for 
your tax records. If you have something to donate, contact 
cindyphillips@centurytel.net for information about the project.
In addition to these two new revenue streams, we’re investigating 
the sale of wreaths and poinsettias in November, along with 
involvement in eScrip donations and scrip gift-card sales. If you 
are interested in helping organize and implement any of these 
projects, contact Cindy Phillips at cindyphillips@centurytel.net. 
Cindy Phillips, Sunny Cook, Jet Tilley, Generosity Team. 

Partner Church News
The wonderful celebration of our partner church last month 
resulted in a generous out-pouring of enthusiasm and funds 
to support the relationship. We raised about $3,800, of which 
at least $1,000 will go to deepen the well at the guesthouse. 
Villagers as well as guests will benefit during dry months. Thank 
you to the whole congregation for your active participation. 
Besides members of the P.C. team who prepared the meal, we 
honor those who washed the mountain of dishes: Allan Foster, 
Elaine Thorne, Ray Thorne, Robert Sloma & Kathy Collum. 
Many others stepped forward to clear tables, serve & help in a 
variety of ways that are much appreciated.
News from Felsőrákos is that the Rev. József Kotecz has 
retired and moved to an apartment in the nearby town 
of Barót. His last Sunday service was dedicated to the 
confirmation ceremony for 13 youth whom he has been 
teaching for several months. He is proud of them & says 
they are a good team. József writes that this retirement is 
a difficult transition for him, so let us wish him well. May he 
discover new interests and enjoy time with friends and family.
Our best wishes also go to the church board and the 
congregation as they search for a new minister and move 
forward during this interim time. Both congregations have 
genuinely committed to continuing this partnership with love.

The Partnership church Team members are: Justin Bell, 
Mary Jane Blanpied, Shirley Carlson, Chuck Elsen, Kialynn 
Glubrecht, Dan Gore, Linda Greene, Jerry Jose, Julie Jose, 
Stephanie Samson, Jan Wingenroth 

Healthy Relations Team
Attribution bias
Have you ever observed another person act in a way that 
seemed inappropriate or insensitive? If you then made 
a negative judgment about that person’s character, you 
demonstrated attribution bias. This type of cognitive error 
occurs when we fail to take into account possible reasons 
for the other person’s behavior, such as stress or illness, and 
instead attribute the behavior to a personality or character 
flaw. Also, as part of attribution bias, we tend to explain our 
own behaviors in terms of what we are experiencing at the 
time, such as feeling stressed or maybe not getting enough 
sleep, and not to some global personality trait. Attribution 
bias involves not allowing for situational factors when judging 
others, but when we judge ourselves, we understand better the 
sometimes-complex situational factors that affect our actions. 
In our own church congregation, we are working to create 
community and foster respectful and loving connections. 
When we remember that attribution bias is a natural 
cognitive error to which all of us are susceptible, it is then 
easier to “give the benefit of the doubt” and realize we 
cannot know all that influences others to act in certain 
ways. In a recent sermon our minister Todd encouraged us 
to consider that “ there is an unknowing that surpasses all 
knowing.” This realization, this “unknowing,” allows us to be 
more patient and forgiving toward each other and promotes 
the loving community we all seek to have. 

— Candice Schmidt, Devon Greyerbiehl (Team Leader), 
George Girvin, Bill Green, Nancy Hand,  

Healthy Relations Team 

Buddhist Meditation Group 
Monday Night Buddhist Meditation Classes
The nuns from Sravasti Abbey will began their 3-month 
silent retreat in mid-January. Experienced student 
members of the group will lead our meditation classes 
through early April. Classes go from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in 
our chapel. Beginners and drop-ins are always welcome! 
The classes include two meditation sessions, homework, 
discussion/questions about meditation, and reflection 
on the book “An Open Hearted Life” — though it is not 
necessary to have the book or to have read it. Contact 
Susan Virnig, susan@newstories.org for more information. 
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Phone: 509-325-6383
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TEAM & GROUP NEWS

Generosity Team
Building Sanctuary
The Generosity Team has selected “Building Sanctuary” 
as our theme for the 2016 – 2017 campaign. You’ll be 
hearing more about stewardship in coming weeks, receiving 
information via email, social media and snail mail to help you 
plan how YOU can be a part of the efforts to build sanctuary 
here at 4340 Ft. Wright Drive – and beyond our physical walls.
Artist and church member Harold Balazs created the 
distinctive doors to our building, and since they first opened 
– more than 25 years ago – we’ve been hard at work creating 
a sanctuary here, a refuge, a place of safety where we 
actively create community, find meaning and work for justice. 
It’s exciting to be here at this time in our church history, and 
especially exhilarating to be a part of a movement extending 
that sanctuary beyond our church’s walls.
Our brightly-decaled “emergency justice response vehicle” is 
taking to the streets of Spokane, helping us get our message 
out to the local community. The Sunday Streaming project 
makes it possible for UU fellowships and congregations 
ANYWHERE to take part – live – in our Sunday morning 
services. We’re reaching out on a variety of social media to 
connect virtually with like-minded people. Lay leaders will 
soon be speaking and representing our church at some of 
the smaller out-lying UU congregations throughout the Inland 
Northwest. We’ve been called to build sanctuary for each 
other and for the wider world, taking our message of hope 
outside this soon-to-be completely paid for building.
Be a part of our building crew. Your financial commitment 
for the 2016 – 2017 church year is vital to our work. By 
making your pledge now - this month - you enable us to 
more accurately plan our revenue for the coming year. You 
can turn your pledge form in any Sunday in person, mail it 
to the church office, or complete it on line. All pledges are 
welcome and appreciated, and we work tirelessly to put 
your financial donations to good work.

Membership Team 
The next Path to Membership classes will be held on April 
3rd and April 10th from 12:30 – 2:30 PM in the small chapel. 
These classes are held on two consecutive Sundays and are 
a potluck beginning directly after the 11 AM service. Childcare 
is provided. These classes are important for those considering 
membership because they explain the history and principles 
of Unitarian Universalism. They are an excellent way to learn 
more about how we “create community, find meaning and 
work for justice” in our fellowship. All our welcome here!
Please tell anyone you know that is interested in our church 
about the classes and that they can sign up on the clipboard 
at the greeter’s desk or they can fill out the included form  in 
the weekly Focus bulletins during the month of March, which 
can simply be placed in the offering basket. Membership 
classes are offered twice a year, in the spring and in the fall. 
We’d like to take this opportunity to express our deep 
gratitude to Linda Greene for her countless contributions 
to this important work of UU. She is retiring from the team 
and we are sorry to lose her! She will still be volunteering 
in the UU office on Tuesdays. Thank you, Linda! You will be 
missed on the team!
Please welcome new members to the membership team, 
Alaina Taylor and Jacob Johns who decided to join us after 
the Volunteer Fair in the fall. We are certainly happy to have 
new faces. Existing members include: Susan Stanaway, 
Jim Lee, Rachelle Strawther, Pat Warpenburg and Johnna 
Woodruff. Susan has agreed to be the secretary/treasurer 
and Pat and Johnna have stepped up as co-chairs. Thank 
you everyone!
Membership Team meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 
4:30 PM in the Administration Office workroom. 
If you have any questions or ideas about the membership 
team, please feel free to email either Johnna Woodruff at 
johnnawoodruff@hotmail.com or Pat Warpenburg at pat.
warpy@hotmail.com. We would love to hear from you.

Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane (UUCS) Ends Statements *
•  The UUCS is a bold voice, advocate and active partner with national and local organizations to promote social and economic 

justice, environmental responsibility, worldwide peace, liberty and the democratic process.
•  The UUCS is an ever more diverse congregation overcoming the barriers that divide the human family.
•	 	The	UUCS	is	a	community	where	people	find	meaningful	connections	in	groups	large	and	small.
•	 	The	UUCS	is	financially	sound,	sustained	by	a	culture	of	abundance	that	prompts	generous	gifts	of	time,	talent	and	money	to	

support the church and its programs.
•  The UUCS is mindful of our impact on the Earth and engages in environmental stewardship that is visible to the larger community.
•  The UUCS ministers to the needs of our local community and is proactive in making our presence known to those beyond our 

sanctuary walls.
•  The UUCS sustains and inspires individual transformation and growth for all ages and encourages exploration of world belief 

systems through those sources known as Our Living Tradition.
*  Our Policy Governance Ends statements adopted by the UUCS Board of Trustees in April 2012 are the visionary goals of our congregation.
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Board of Trustees:
Ann-Scott Ettinger, President
Wayne Attwood 
Donna Borden Rhodes 
David Gard
Jeff Hedge
Julie Rector 
Sue Stiritz

Board of Trustees (Ex-officio):
Chuck Elsen, Treasurer
Jan Gard, Secretary

Management Team:
Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof, Minister
Lee Dominey
Cly Evans
Phyllis Thayer
Stephanie Samson
Jet Tilley, Business Administrator

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Minister & Staff Contact Information
Rev. Dr. Todd Eklof, Minister ...................................minister@uuspokane.org
Jet Tilley, Business Administrator ..............................admin@uuspokane.org
Deborah Jacquemin, Music Director ....................uumusic@uuspokane.org
Rev. Tracy Springberry,  
Consulting Minister for Religious Education ............tspringberry@uuma.org

Covenant Statement
We, the Unitarian Universalist congregation of Spokane, promise to:

support and care for one another,
embrace diversity of persons and spiritual paths,
search for truth and understanding, and
work for social justice and environmental stewardship.

With this covenant, we honor each other with our laughter and
tears, our compassion, and respect.

We are a community of open hearts, open minds, and open hands.
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