
CREATE COMMUNITY   FIND MEANING   WORK FOR JUSTICE 

Dear UUCS Members and Friends, 

Wow! What a year it has been! On the one hand, we’ve accomplished much together, on the other hand, 
geez do we have a long way to go! 

As a congregation, we’ve started live-streaming our services, with an average of 20 or more viewers each 
Sunday, as well as many others watching our service archive during the week. There are also a couple of 
regional UU Churches that use our recorded sermons. What an outstanding way of doing our part to 
help spread and support Unitarian Universalism, especially given that our country and our world needs 
our liberal message of hope and equality now more than ever. We’ve focused on increasing safety and 
security, including adopting new safety protocols, installing an interior security system, the purchase of 
security cameras, and installing windows in the doors of all classrooms in our Religious Education wing. 
We’ve given away more than $15,000 to local organizations and people in need. We’ve repaved and sealed 
our parking lot. We changed all our lighting to LED. We’ve given our employees benefits. We burned our 
mortgage. All this and much more thanks to your continued support of our shared ministry. 

As I look to the year ahead, some of the highlights of our preliminary budget include increasing staffing 
hours, paying our full share in support of the Unitarian Universalist Association, adding $15k to our 
deferred maintenance fund, and moving forward with a new strategic plan driven by our mission to 
create community, find meaning, and work for justice. 

Given the dreadful political circumstances in our nation, fulfilling our mission has 
become vital. Our church may not be able to change the world by itself, but we can do our part, in 
solidarity with the tens of millions of people around the globe who are also doing their part 
to bend the arc of history back toward justice. Whether marching with the record breaking 
crowds at this year’s MLK parade, or with the more than 10,000 demonstrators at the Women’s 
March in Spokane, or working to pass legislation that would curb our dependence on fossil fuels, 
or sending supplies to the Standing Rock protectors, or showing up at City Hall to testify in 
favor of fairness for immigrants and religious freedom, we are making a difference in our 
community and in the world. 

But none of this has or will happen without your generosity! The theme of this year’s generosity 
campaign is “Lighting the Way.” That’s what we’re doing, uncovering our light and letting it shine by 
boldly addressing the need for compassion and justice in our world, both nearby and far away. So 
thank you in advance for your pledge in support of the ministry and mission of our church. Together, 
we are lighting the way.  

With deep gratitude, 

Rev. Todd Eklof, UUCS Minister
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