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I’ll begin by acknowledging that it’s been a rough year for a lot of us, including for me and for 
our entire congregation. In addition to the extraordinary stressors of an incompetent 
authoritarian leader in the White House, the frightening impacts of Global Warming, COVID-
19, and the extrajudicial public murders of unarmed black men and women in our streets, 
the latest being George Floyd, the liberal tradition to which we belong has turned toward 
extremism, complete with its own brands of dogmatism, original sin, witch hunts, and the 
silencing of heretics. Upon directly pointing this out in my controversial book, The Gadfly 
Papers, a year ago, much havoc has followed, resulting in my excommunication from the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, the Ministerial Fellowship Committee, and the UU 
Minister’s Association. The aftermath has also been followed by much division and conflict 
in our own congregation, just as it has in other UU congregations throughout the nation. 
Fortunately, our own church attendance has not noticeably depreciated during the past year, 
including during COVID-19. You have been here to witness all of this for yourselves so I’ll say 
no more about these matters in this report. 
 
Instead, throughout the 2019/2020 Church year, in addition to having many meetings and 
visits with church members, and giving over 50 sermons, a few to other congregations and 
groups, I’ve done my best to minister to our congregation and remain active in our larger 
community. Beginning last April, I began working with Community Activists, Ron and Debbie 
Reed to bring Rabbi Michael Davis to Spokane to address Palestinian rights for a weekend 
event open to our entire community that took place August 16 through 17th in our church. It 
was well received by most and well attended, although I’m now labeled “anti-Semitic” for 
addressing the matter and organizing the event. I also spoke at a June 20, 2019 “No Jail Rally” 
during last Summer’s General Assembly, and shortly afterward was the Keynote presenter 
during the July 4th annual Freedom in the Arboretum event. On Sept. 10th, I spoke at an 
Interfaith Justice event in front of Spokane Valley City Hall, and, that same month, hosted a 
UUCS table at the annual NAACP Dinner, as well as held a fundraiser for Breean Beggs in our 
home. In October I gave students from North Central High School a tour of our property, 
showing them remnants of the old Fort that are still our grounds, and spoke to them about 
the significance of renaming the street we’re on to something other than Fort George Wright.  
 
Just before taking my brief sabbatical in February, I was also a guest on Sheriff Ozzie 
Knezovich’s podcast to discuss our unusual friendship, some common values, and some of 
our differences. Our friendship proves we need not always think alike to love alike. In April, 
I also spoke on a Faith and Values Spokane panel regarding our response to COVID-19 as a 
congregation. April was a big month for me because it was the culmination of a year-long 
effort to save all of our nonperishable garbage from Earth Day to Earth Day. The resulting 
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mountain of trash was the frontpage story in the Spokesman-Review on Earth Day, and, I 
hope, helped give a visual regarding just how much waste all of us produce each year. To top 
off April, I was also the keynote presenter at the UU Multiracial Unity Action Committee’s 
Convocation on the 17th.  
 
COVID-19 hit about that time, which has slowed my activities quite a bit. Still, I’ve attended 
a couple of the recent protests in response to George Floyd’s murder, wearing a mask, of 
course. In the midst of all of this, I’ve been involved daily in the most intense social justice 
struggle of my career, pushing back against the forces of fascism and groupthink now 
spreading throughout the western culture, including within our liberal religion, threatening 
our devotion to reason, freedom of conscience, and the humanistic ethic. This struggle has 
consumed every day of my life for the entire year, whether I’ve wanted it to or not. I’m not 
sure how it will end up for me, but I know I am standing on the right side of history in the 
long run. 
 
During this COVID-19 crisis, I’ve done my best to remain encouraging with the addition of 
my weekly Minister’s Minute on YouTube and by conducting some semblance of our services 
each Sunday through our livestream. I’ve also attended more Zoom meetings than I can 
count, have done my best to check on those of us in ill health, and to help those in need. 
COVID-19 doesn’t make it easy, nor does being the sole minister in a large congregation, but 
I’m doing my best in addition to everything else that’s been happening. 
 
In closing, I want to thank my staff for its continued good work, especially during COVID-19 
on top what has already been difficult year. Our Operation’s Manager’s recent move to 
Portland is a loss to us, though a great move for Heather Koselke. Heather was extraordinary 
at her job and will be missed. So I only have words of gratitude to her. I’m also equally as 
pleased that we’ve promoted Rebecca Adams as our new Operations Manager. Rebecca 
started with us the same time as Heather several years ago and is also an exceptional 
individual and employee. She’s already doing an amazing job. So, in addition to welcoming 
her to the position, I’m extraordinarily grateful that she’s taken the position. For time’s sake, 
I won’t mention the other staff members by name, but as a show of our appreciation for their 
good and important work, we have continued to pay everyone during the COVID-19 
shutdown, and will continue to do so as long as we are reasonably able. We have too small a 
staff and much to accomplish. So thanks to you all. 
 
Thanks also to our many volunteers who have continued to make our church work, especially 
during this past year. Offering a general thanks isn’t much reward, but it’s all I’ve got. Thank 
you all! I also want to thank our Board of Trustees for their efforts during this past year. 
Although we may not agree about all that has transpired these past months, I know each of 
us has done what we believe is right and thank all of you for your efforts. 
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I’m sure I’m leaving someone out, or something unsaid, but due to time constraints, I need to 
close. We will, no doubt, have many challenges ahead. So I’ll close by thanking those of you 
who have volunteered to join our Board of Trustees for the coming year. What a gutsy lot 
you are! I’m looking forward to working with you to resolve many of the issues among us 
and know we will do so. Finally, a word of gratitude to all of you for being part of this 
congregation, for your continued generosity and support, and for the privilege of being your 
minister. 
 
 


