
Minutes UUCS Board of Trustees Meeting   Zoom  February 24, 2021, 6 - 8 PM PT 
Approved 

 
1. Chair Dr Richard Steele called the meeting to order with Craig Aldworth, Lynn Jinishian, Candace 
Schmidt, Betsy Rush and Dr Rev Todd Eklof present. Catherine Trestrail was absent. 

2. Agenda: Motion: C Aldworth moved to amend the agenda with the addition of information 
from D Eagle regarding the budget. This was accepted and the agenda approved without 
opposition. 

3. Minutes: Minutes of January 27, 2021 were provisionally adopted as written.  

4. Opening Words: T. Eklof quoted Alice Walker from the Hymnal “Love is not concerned with 
whom you pray or where you slept the night you ran away from home. Love is concerned that 
the beating of your heart should kill no one.” 

5. President/V Pres’s Report: R Steele reported the Exec Committee met to set the agenda. The 
Endowment Team voted to increase the contribution for 2021/22 from 4.0% to 4.5% (approx. 
$27,500) due to stock market increases.  Jay Kiskal, a UU from Atlanta, is possibly running for 
the UUA board, supporting democratic principles (the 5th Principle). R Steele will continue to 
follow him. Vice-Pres. L Jinishian had no report. 

6. Minister’s Report: T Eklof reported the Budget Summit #1 occurred this day with a basic 
agreement on a proposed budget. It will be tweaked depending on the results of the pledge drive. 
Kate Rohde, a UU minister, has been excommunicated apparently for her social media activity. 
T Eklof discussed UUA board activity, UUA Bylaw changes, a petition and the requirements to 
run for a board position: membership in a UU church and 50 signatures of members. 

7.  Ops Team: C Schmidt reported the church was rekeyed, costing $1905.75, T Eklof will host a 
zoom New Member class Mar 14, a 2nd round of PPP loans will be applied for, approximately 
$41,000 and the fund drive to replace the staff COLA totaled $5,700, of which $4,500 was used 
with the remaining placed in reserve for next year. 

8. Finance team: R Steele reported Bill Morkill agreed to join the team along with D Eagle, D 
Borden Rhodes and W Attwood. Motion: C Aldworth moved to appoint B Morkill to the 
Finance Team for the remainder of the fiscal year. This was 2nded and approved with no 
opposition. R Steele is looking for an additional member to represent the younger church 
members. 

9. Policy Governance clause on Returning Members: C Aldworth presented the 1st reading of a 
proposed amendment to the Policy Governance document. This is a stop gap effort to ensure 
voting eligibility at the annual meeting this June. When the Bylaws are rewritten, they will 
include the voting eligibility.  



2.3 A Member or Friend who has formally withdrawn from the Church may rejoin at any 
time by notifying the Administrator or Minister in writing of their intent to rejoin and 
rescind their withdrawal. A rejoining Member or Friend need not attend an orientation 
class. Once the rejoining Member or Friend pays their annual financial obligation, they 
will become a Member or Friend in good standing. The Member must be reinstated at 
least ninety (90) days prior to a Congregational meeting in order to vote in that meeting. 

Discussion regarding inclusion of the “Friend” status which resulted in agreement to include it. 

10. 2021 General Assembly: R Steele reported it is June 23-27, virtual, with 8 delegates, costing 
$200 per person. Discussion: how to proceed on selecting delegates, educating the congregation 
on the significance of the issues and if scholarships are to be offered. Motion: C Aldworth 
moved that a GA committee will be formed (C Aldworth will lead, R Steele and B Rush joining), 
the congregation will be surveyed and educated on the issues with delegates solicited. This was 
2nded and approved without opposition.  

11. Documents Team: C Aldworth reported the draft of the Bylaw changes has been sent to 
Board members. Discussion: how to proceed on the board discussion of the changes and when 
and how the congregation will participate. Motion: C Aldworth moved that he will set up a 2 
hour zoom workshop where the Bylaw changes will be discussed, for the board and the 
congregation, with the congregation allowed to submit comments but not participate in the 
discussion. This will be considered a “trial balloon” to be evaluated and continued. This first 
workshop will occur within the next month. The motion was 2nded and with no further 
discussion, approved with no opposition. 

11.a. C Aldworth submitted a letter from D Eagle from the Finance team with questions 
regarding how to handle a surplus, can it be carried over, can the surplus be donated to a fund or 
used for church repair and can contingency funds be moved to a higher interest account? 
Discussion: concern regarding the probability of a surplus in 2021 and a lean year in 2022 and 
how to prepare. Agreement that discussion is preliminary and will continue. 

12. New Business: None 
 
13. The next meeting is March 24, 2021, 6-8 pm. 
 
15. Adjournment at 8:20pm. 
 
Dorothy Mehl 
Secretary 


