
Minutes UUCS Board of Trustees Meeting   Zoom  September 29, 2021, 6 - 8 PM  
 

President Lynn Jinishian called the meeting to order with Richard Steele, Candace Schmidt, Catherine 
Trestrail, Betsy Rush, Craig Aldworth, Darl Vander Linden and Rev Todd Eklof present.  

Agenda: The agenda was accepted and approved as stands. 

Minutes: Minutes of August 25, 2021, were adopted with the correction of the date for the 
September meeting changed to September 29, 2021.  

Opening Words: T. Eklof spoke of love, service, peace, truth and helping each other. 

President’s Report: L Jinishian reported the Bylaw revision work will benefit from what is 
decided at this meeting She congratulated T Eklof on his 10 years of service and thanked C 
Schmidt and Sue Stiritz for their work planning the celebration. The board retreat is this coming 
weekend and will be held at the Eklof home. 

Minister’s Report: T Eklof thanked all for the anniversary celebration, the gifts and the 
sentiment of the congregation. Retreats were held at the Eklof home prior to the last two years. 
Eklofs will provide food and refreshments. He is not concerned about the smaller number of 
attendees at service because the numbers including the live stream are on a par with previous 
times. He will try to track the use of recordings. 

Ops Team Report: C Schmidt reported the second Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of 
$42,720.00 has been forgiven, including the interest garnered, for a total of $42,918.97. UUCS 
will be a sponsor for the Drive-Through Spokane Pride Parade, at the $100.00 level, October 9, 
2021. A new security system has been installed for the back of the church building, with the 
computer monitor relocated to the front of the closet located by the kitchen. The business 
account credit card has been transferred from U.S. Bank to STCU. Marian Hennings will serve 
as an Ops Team member for the next two years.  

Motion: L Jinishian moved for approval of Marian Hennings on the Ops Team for 2 years. This 
was approved without opposition. 

Endowment Team: Karen Steele shared a mission statement approved September 9, 2021 by the 
Endowment Team for use in the bylaws. 

The mission of the UUCS Endowment Team is to achieve positive long-term investment 
results for UUCS compatible with the values of Unitarian Universalism. The Endowment 
Team will strive to achieve returns within a moderate risk tolerance which allow the 
Church to take regular distributions and maintain the value of principal after adjustment 
for inflation and after all expenses. The Endowment Team shall use an independent third 
party to achieve the fund’s investment goals, which will include socially responsible 
investments. 



At a meeting of the Legacy Society with 19 of the approx. 25 members present, 18 approved 
moving funds from the UUA. The remaining members will be surveyed with the results reported 
at the October board meeting. Legacy Society consists of members who have contributed $1,000 
or more or who have included the Endowment in their estate planning. 

Shared Ministry Team: This title replaces the Team on Ministry with recommendations from 
the previous team. Members are Dick Gammon, Catherine de La Vigne, Barb Nelson and John 
Beaton. They will meet monthly with the function of monitoring the health of our ministry 
including the relational health of the minister, board and congregation. They will encourage 
members to speak for themselves. It was suggested to add a young family person for balance.  

Treasurer Position: L Jinishian asked how we handle a situation when no one is available to fill 
a position, such as the Treasurer position, now vacant. Discussion included hiring a Treasurer, 
having a “ceremonial” Treasurer from the board, administration problems caused when the 
position is changed frequently, Treasurer duties, corporate requirement of a Treasurer. 

Motion: C Trestrail moved asking if it is a good idea for the Treasurer to be a board member. 
This was 2nded. Bylaw revision states Treasurer can be a trustee. Treasurer is not required by 
corporate law. C Trestrail withdraws the motion with the 2nd agreeing. C Aldworth agrees to 
accept the Treasurer position with the understanding he will not be present for the annual 
meeting.  

Motion: L Jinishian moved to appoint C Aldworth as acting Treasurer in lieu of the 3 year term 
due to a vacancy. This was 2nded and approved by all. 

Executive Session: The board met in Executive Session to discuss the Ministerial Agreement. 

Adjournment at 8:45 pm. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, October 27, 2021, 6-8 pm. 
 
Dorothy Mehl, Recording Secretary 


